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SPEAKERS 
 

Mr. Kenneth Abrahamsson, Adjunct professor, Luleå university of technology, Sweden 

Kenneth Abrahamsson has recently retired from a position as Programme 
Director at the Swedish Council for Working Life and Social Research, FAS. 
(www.fas.se ) He has over the years been working with research financing in 
the fields of education, working life and welfare and public health. He is also 
senior lecturer (docent) in education at the Faculty of Social Science, University 
of Stockholm since 1991. He has paid personal interest into labour market 
development, regulation and skill formation, job creation and 
entrepreneurship and policies promoting work place diversity as well as 
research on disability and ageing. 

Kenneth Abrahamsson has been part of two advisory boards on ICT-based services, member of the 
Education Science Committee, Swedish Research Council, member of the Monitoring committee of 
the European Social Fund, chairing NORDFORSK programme on Nordic welfare centres and the 
Unesco/MOST-Committee on social transformations, member of the board of Swedish Association 
for Studies of Popular Adult Education, board member of the Swedish European Movement and he is 
senior advisor at the independent Swedish Think tank Global Utveckling/Global Challenge.etc. 
 
Ms. Hannah Akuffo, Head Sida´s research cooperation on “Research capacity strengthening in the 
context of universities – a Swedish perspective”. 

Professor Hannah Akuffo is the head of the Swedish Development 
Cooperation Agency´s Unit for Research Cooperation. She has an extensive 
and proven track record in research on the immunology of poverty-related 
parasitic diseases and has extensive experience of Euro-African research 
cooperation and funding. Her work has included studies to develop an 
affordable tool for diagnosis of the causative agent of river blindness. She has 
served over the last 12 years in various research steering committees of the 
World Bank/UNDP/WHO Special Programme on Tropical Disease Research 
and Training (TDR). In 2009, she was appointed to the prestigious position of 
the Chair of The European and Developing Countries Clinical Trial.  

 
Mr. Benjamin Buclet, Head of Capacity Building Department, the Insitute for Research and 
Development (IRD), Marseille 

Benjamin Buclet holds a PhD in Socio-Economic Development from the Ecole des 
Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (Paris). He pursued his thesis research as an 
assistant researcher at Museu Emilio Goeldi in Belém, Brazil and the Federal 
University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ), focusing on the international aid industry, 
non-governmental organizations and local governance in the Amazon. He 
continued his research as post-doctoral fellow at URFJ, while working as 
independent consultant to international development agencies, universities and 
research centers. In 2008, he joined IRD where he oversees capacity building 

programs, works on innovative processes to transfer capacities in the context of international 
cooperation and researches governance of innovation and higher education systems.  
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Mr. Nico Cloete, Director, Center for Higher Education for Transformation, Center for Higher 
Education Policy Studies (CHET), Cape Town  

 
Nico Cloete has been the full-time director of CHET since 1997. He is also 
Extraordinary Professor of Higher Education, University of Western Cape; 
Visiting Professor, Masters Programme in Higher Education, University of Oslo 
and Honorary Research Fellow, University of Cape Town. 
He was actively involved in academic staff organisation and was President of the 
University of Witwatersrand Staff Association (1991-1992) and General 
Secretary of the Union of Democratic University Staff Associations of South Africa 
(1993-1994). He was the research director for the Nelson Mandela appointed 

National Commission on Higher Education (1995-1996) and served on the South African Ministerial 
Advisory Council for Universities and Technikons. Dr Cloete initiated the Higher Education Research 
and Advocacy Network in Africa (HERANA) in 2009 and is the co-ordinator of this network. In 2010 
he gave the opening keynote at the congress of the European Consortium of Higher Education 
Researchers in Oslo. 

 
He has published widely in psychology, sociology and higher education policy. 
 

Ms. Natalie Cooke, Consultant, Country study and Outlook Division, Directorate of Science, Technology 
and Industry, OECD 
 

Natalie Cooke is a Consultant in the Country Studies and Outlook Divison at the 
OECD. She predominantly works on the Programme on Innovation, Higher 
Education and Research for Development (IHERD), but has also contributed to 
Innovation Reviews on Southeast Asia, Sweden and Viet Nam. 
 
Ms. Cooke previously worked as a Programme Officer in the Volunteers and 
Business Partnerships Section of the Australian Agency for International 
Development (AusAID). 

 

Ms. Edle Hamre, Director, Norad, Norwegian Programme for Capacity Development in Higher 
Education and Research for Development (NORHED).  

Edle Hamre has been heading the Section for Research, Innovation and Higher 
Education in Norad since 2011. Hamre holds the degree of Cand. Polit in Sociology 
from the University of Bergen. She has been employed in Norad and the Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs since 1998. Hamre has been posted to The Palestinian 
Territories (2002-2004) as Embassy Secretary and to Sri Lanka (2007-2011) as 
Counselor, heading the Section for Development Cooperation.  From 2004-2007 
she was head of a team on Grant Management in the Department of Quality 
Assurance. The Section of Research, Innovation and Higher Education in Norad is 

responsible for giving technical advice to The Ministry and the Embassies on research and higher 
education. The Section has an annual budget of 400 million NOK and gives support to research 
institutions in developing countries, to capacity building through the Norwegian Programme for 
Capacity Building in Higher Education and Research for Development (NORHED) and for knowledge 
generation through the Norwegian Research Council. 

 

 

http://www.chet.org.za/programmes/herana-ii
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Mr. Tomas Hellström, Professor of Innovation, Entrepreneurship and Knowledge Creation, Lund 
University, Sweden 
 

Mr. Tomas Hellström is professor of Innovation, Entrepreneurship and 
Knowledge Creation attached to Business Administration at the School of 
Economics and Management at Lund University. At CIRCLE he is responsible 
for the Strong Research and Innovation Milieus part of the VINNOVA program. 
 
His work centers on research policy and evaluation studies, with particular 
focus on models for evaluating quality and stimulating excellence in research.  

 

Ms. Merle Jacob, Director for the Research Policy Institute, Lund University 
 

Merle Jacob is Professor in Research Policy at the Research Policy Institute at 
Lund University and the UNESCO Chair in Research Management and 
Innovation Systems. Since July 2011, Professor Jacob has been Director of 
the Research Policy Institute at Lund University.  
She has also been the Director of the Centre for Technology, Innovation and 
Culture at the University of Oslo. For the majority of her career, Merle has 
worked on issues arising from the interaction between science and policy. 
 
Her research is focused on two empirical reference points: environment and 
climate policy and research and innovation policy. Merle has published 
extensively in both areas. 
 

Mr. Tomas Kjellqvist, Blekinge Institute of Technology, Sweden 
 

Tomas Kjellqvist worked with the Swedish Research Cooperation with 
Developing Countries between 1992 and 2010. Between 2000 and 2010 he held 
various management position, ending as Director of the Sida Secretariat for 
Research Cooperation. During these years he has participated in the elaboration 
of support forms for development of research capacity at universities in 
developing countries, and in analyzing possibilities for research cooperation 
between research councils in the South and the North. He participated in 

elaboration of programs for increased access to digital, Internet based academic libraries in 
developing countries. A third track in this career was to elaborate forms for support to Science and 
Technology driven innovation in developing countries. Tomas Kjellqvist holds a  From 2011, Tomas 
holds a position as research manager and lecturer at the Blekinge Institute of Technology, Sweden. In 
this position he continues the work on Innovations for inclusive development, from practical as well 
as theoretical perspectives.  
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Ms. Lena Johansson de Château, Research Advisor, Research Cooperation Unit, Department for 
Global Cooperation, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), Sweden 

Lena Johansson de Château is research advisor at Global Cooperation, Swedish 
International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida). Her professional expertise 
is in the area of research funding, international research cooperation, knowledge 
management and research policy analysis. 
 
Before joining Sida, Johansson de Chateau was director of research at the Swedish 
International Center for Local Democracy (ICLD). Previous staff member of 
Swedish Research Council, Lena managed the Swedish Research Links programme, 
a Sida-supported programme for research cooperation between Sweden and 

partner countries in Africa, Asia and the MENA-region. Her research focusses on land use and water 
management in colonial/post-colonial North Africa. She was Fulbright visiting scholar at Harvard 
University, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, research fellow at the Swedish Institute for Classical 
Studies in Rome and is member of the Swedish Research Institute in Istanbul. 
 

Ms. Anna-Karin Norling,  

Anna-Karin Norling is a Senior Research Advisory at the Swedish Development Cooperation Agency, 
Sida. Prior to her position at Sida she worked as an assistant director at the International Science 
Programme at Uppsala University. In addition she has acted as a lecturer She holds a PhD in 
Engineering Physics from Uppsala University 
 

Ms. Rebecca Oliver, Tällberg Foundation Associate and Co-ordinator, Global Secretariat Bid. Future 
Earth, Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Sweden,  

Rebecca is a strategic systems thinker with a background both in the natural 
sciences and industry. Her time with the multinational Unilever and with the 
Tällberg Foundation has given her a good understanding of the challenges that 
the world is facing, as human activities that are essential to bringing millions out 
of poverty and progress human development begin to seriously threaten the 
functioning of the planet. Working with the Tällberg Foundation has allowed 
Rebecca to build good relationships with some of the world’s foremost experts 
and decision makers in many fields, as she brings their thinking into the broad 

focus of the Tällberg Foundation projects, acting as moderator and host to Tällberg meetings. 
Rebecca is now working to bring the global secretariat of the ambitious project “Future Earth” into 
being. 

 

Ms. Åsa Olsson, IHERD Programme Manager, Country study and Outlook Division, Directorate of 
Science, Technology and Industry, OECD 

 
Åsa Olsson is Program Manager for the Program on Innovation, Higher Education 
and Research for Development (IHERD) at the OECD since May 2011. Prior to this 
(2009‐2011), Ms. Olsson was a research advisor to the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida); her portfolio included research 
communication and research and innovation policy. Ms. Olsson worked at UNESCO 
from 2005 to 2009, coordinating the UNESCO Forum on Higher Education, 
Research and Knowledge (FHERK). 
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Ms. Maria-Pia de Palo, Technical Advisory Services (Tas),Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark, 

Danida  

Maria-Pia de Palo just recently took up the position as senior technical advisor 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark, DANIDA. Prior to her current 
position she worked as senior advisor at the Nordic Council of Ministers for 
eight years. Furthermore she has international experience from United Nation 
(UNODC) and Rambøll Management. 

 
 
 

 
Ms. Marianne Rönkä, Programme Officer, Development Research and HE Cooperation, Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, Finland 

 

Ms. Marianne Rönkä is a Programme Officer at the Unit for General 
Development Policy and Planning at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland 
(MFA).  
 
She is a desk officer for Higher Education Cooperation Programmes and 
Development Research, including the cooperation with the Centre for 
International Mobility (CIMO), Academia of Finland and the Nordic Africa 
Institute in Uppsala, for instance. In her previous profession she has been 
working in different tasks relating to internationalisation of Higher Education 
in CIMO. In her earlier career she has also worked at the Ministry of Education 

and Culture of Finland with EU´s external relations issues.  
 
Ms. Kerstin Sahlin, Secretary General of Humanities and Social Sciences, Swedish Research Council 
(VR) 

Kerstin Sahlin is Professor of Public Management in the Department of 
Business Studies at Uppsala University. In addition, she is Secretary General of 
Humanities and Social Sciences at the Swedish Research Council. From 2006 – 
2011 she was Deputy Vice-Chancellor at Uppsala University. 

Prior to her positions at Uppsala, Kerstin Sahlin held a chair in Public 
Management at Stockholm University and was the Director for the Stockholm 
Centre for Organizational Research (SCORE). Professor Sahlin received her 
PhD from Umeå University and has also held positions at the Stockholm 
School of Economics. She has been a visiting researcher at Stanford University 

and a number of other institutions. 
 
Professor Sahlin has published widely in the fields of organizational reform, public management, 
project management, corporate social responsibility, as well as on the gobal expansion of 
management ideas and the development of global standards and regulations. 
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Ms. Anna Vallstedt Haeger, Research Officer, Department of research funding, VR 

Anna Vallstedt Haeger is a research officer at the Swedish Research Council. 
She is responsible for coordinating the evaluation process of applications 
within development research and is secretary for the Committee for 
Development research. Anna defended her thesis in 2004 on the subject of 
developmental neurobiology. She has worked at the Swedish Research Council 
in 2009, and worked as the research officer responsible for Swedish Research 
Links. During her time there, Anna has amongst other things worked on the 
upstart phase of the Joint Programming Initiative on Antimicrobial resistance, 
and a government assignment involving mapping of narcolepsy research. 

 
Ms. Anne Wetlesen, Senior Adviser, Department for Global Health, Education and Research, Norad  

Anne Wetlesen has a PhD from the Norwegian University of Life Sciences (UMB) 
under the topic of food safety. She has been employed as Associate Professor at the 
same university for almost twenty years, before she started in Norad in 2008. 
Topic for research and teaching at the university was food and drinking water 
safety, and she has been conducting research and supervising in India and in a 
number of countries in Africa. In Norad, she is working as a Senior Adviser in 

higher education and research. She was active in developing Norad’s new capacity building 
programme for higher education and research for development (NORHED) in 2011. Now, she is 
working with Norad’s research portfolio through the Norwegian Research council (RCN) and 
represents Norad in the NORGLOBAL programme board. She has also been the Norwegian 
representative in the board of the Nordic Africa Institute from 2010-2012. Advising Norwegian 
embassies in their support to universities in the countries is an important part of the job in Norad. 


